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KEITH STREET MINISTRIES
CHURCH OF GOD OF PROPHECY

The Mission
and Responsibility of the Church
"Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age" (Matthew 28:19‑20).

Jesus Christ gave His Church—this body of spiritually transformed believers—a responsibility to carry out.  The Church's mission is to preach the gospel of the Kingdom of God and make disciples throughout the world, teaching them exactly what Jesus taught (Matthew 24:14; 28:19‑20).

The work of the Church continues; it did not cease when the original disciples died.  At first it was the job of the apostles, however, the Church's mission has passed to each generation of God's people.  Jesus promised to be with His followers as they accomplished that work until He returns at the end of the age (verse 20).

Paul said Christ sent him into the world "to open [people's] eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me" (Acts 26:18).

Paul also said: "For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes . . ." (Romans 1:16).  The gospel is God's message of how salvation will be brought to mankind—starting with His Church.

The Church plays many roles in the bringing of salvation to the world.  It stands as the light of the world (Matthew 5:14).  It is the household or family of God (Ephesians 2:19; 1 Peter 4:17, NIV).  It is the mother who nurtures God's sons and daughters (Galatians 4:26).  It functions as the "pillar and ground of the truth" in a spiritually confused world (1 Timothy 3:15).

The Church: The Body of Christ

Jesus Christ told His followers to go into all the world, making disciples of all nations and teaching people God's way of life.  This takes cooperation and organization. To effectively describe the organized functioning of the people of God, the apostles used the analogy of the human body.

"Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part of it.  And in the church God has appointed first of all apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then  workers of miracles, also those having gifts of healing, those able to help others, those with gifts of administration, and those speaking in different kinds of [languages]" (1 Corinthians 12:27‑28, NIV).

Directing the work of the Church as its living Head is Jesus Christ (Colossians 1:18).  To emphasize how dependent the Church is on His leadership and inspiration, Jesus      compares Himself to a vine:  "I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing" (John 15:5).  The       success of the Church is dependent on the power and inspiration it receives from Jesus Christ.

Functions within the Body of Christ are established by Him "to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ" (Ephesians 4:11‑12, NRSV).

Paul tells us that "there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone" (1 Corinthians 12:4‑6, NRSV).

Spiritual leadership in the Church

Among the gifts Christ gives His Church are gifts of spiritual leadership:  apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers (Ephesians 4:11).  They are entrusted with the responsibility of teaching, nourishing, protecting and building the Church.  Godly character and exemplary spiritual qualifications are required of those entrusted with spiritual leadership (1 Timothy 3:1‑10; Titus 1:5‑9).

These leaders are to lovingly shepherd God's flock (John 21:15‑17) so that all members of this spiritual body may "come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ" (Ephesians 4:13).

They are to lead the people of God to work together in unity—to love, respect and   support each other. "But God has combined the members of the body and has given greater honour to the parts that lacked it, so that there should be no division in the body, but that its parts should have equal concern for each other" (1 Corinthians 12:24‑25, NIV).

Those who are led by Jesus Christ recognize a common Spirit in each other—the very Spirit of God, which makes them the people of God.  It should lead them to work together in unity to accomplish the mission Christ gave the Church:  "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you . . ." (Matthew 28:19‑20).

The Church that Christ built is that special body of people who, led by God's Spirit, obey His commandments and are zealously committed to accomplishing the commission Jesus Christ gave them.

The Church will be there for you.

In this world there are many uncertainties. The process of growing and aging are good examples. “Things” happen. 

When those “Things” happen to us, we need help.  Help from family should always come first, but there is another source of help available.  It is the church.

The Bible tells us that the church is like the human body with all its various parts.  The Word teaches us that when one part of the body suffers the whole body suffers. 

When the days come when you will need someone to come and sit with you or a loved one; when it happens that sorrow, and even death comes to your home, the church will be there. 

The Church will care for you.

In order for us to understand this concept we must accept the fact that the “church” is not some inanimate object.  It is not a building, or a place.  It is people.  The church is made up of people who truly care for one another.  When in need—care will come your way through someone– through the Church.        

When Life’s most critical times come, the church will be there.

When new life comes, when life ebbs away, when life is interrupted, that is when the church will shine.  These are times when the ministry of the church is most valuable to us. 

The Church as a Nursery

When Jesus spoke of being “born again,” He was most certainly referring to something “new.”  It would mean beginning over.  It would mean that we will become as “babes” in Him.

The Church is the place where we can move through Christian infancy safely.  Patience and love is in order when it comes to caring for the “new ones” in the faith. 

The Church as a Provider

As mentioned above, when the most pressing of times come to us, the church will stand ready to provide those things needed most.  It might involve a meal, or a series of meals being delivered to your home in time of sickness.  It might even be a “hand up” financially when pressing times come to us.  But these and other means of natural assistance are not the greatest provisions of the church. 

God, through people, will intervene in supernatural ways to bring about a change in your circumstances.  The support that comes from the church will be best exemplified through the prayers and empathetic expressions of caring by the people of the church.

The Church as a Facilitator 

One of the primary roles of the church is to provide an atmosphere, and the opportunity for the different giftings and talents of the individual to develop.  This church is a “practice field” for the discovery and development of the skills that a Christian will need when responding to the Master’s command to “Go and make disciples.”

The Church—A Safe Place

One of our greatest aspirations as a church is to make sure that you and your family find a safe haven in the midst of a stormy world.  We consider it an honor from God for Him to send people to us that need shelter.  Children who come to us will discover loving and caring people waiting for them in their classrooms, and in their Life Teams. Young people will experience the determination of a staff of people who truly believe that there is a treasure inside of each young person that is just waiting to be discovered and released. 

Our church is a “Family Place.”  We do not profess to be all-in-all to the family, but we are striving to see that every age group within the family receives the attention needed to prosper in their Christian life.  

Our church is “growing,” and as our numbers grow so does the challenge for us to keep up with that growth.  One of the ways that we can make sure that you and your family’s needs are met is for you to become a part of “what’s going on at church.”  Here are a few suggestions that will help us help you:

1) Be a “Regular Attender.”  The more you attend church the more we will get to know you, and you will get to know us better. 

2) Enroll in one of our Christian Education Classes. 

3) Join one of our Ministry Life Teams.

You may contact the Pastor for information on enrolling and joining these important parts of Keith Street Ministries.  

The following is our Values, Mission and Vision statements, please become very informed about these three statements.  Everything we do here at Keith Street Ministries is built around this vision.
KEITH STREET MINISTRIES’ VALUES STATEMENT
1. Worship God:  The Father, Son, and The Holy Spirit,
2. Prayer:  Fellowship with the Trinity,
3. Evangelism:  Sharing the good news of the gospel,
4. Discipleship:  Discipling one another in the Faith.
KEITH STREET MINISTRIES’ MISSION STATEMENT

Keith Street Ministries exist to worship God, connect the unconnected to Jesus Christ, disciple one another, and minister to the needs of others.

KEITH STREET MINISTRIES
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VISION STATEMENT
Vision Key:  Brokenness

Vision Foundation:  Prayer
Vision Statement:

Keith Street Ministries exists to honor Jesus Christ through:

WORSHIP – Celebrating the miracle of new life through Christ. 

EVANGELISM – Giving every lost and hurting soul a chance to experience the greatest news in the world.

DISCIPLESHIP – Reproducing disciples by being passionate followers of God’s Word and His leading.

SPIRITUAL GIFTEDNESS – Utilizing the unique talents and abilities God’s Holy Spirit pours into the life of every believer.

SPIRITUAL FORMATION – Equipping every generation with the wisdom, understanding, and power that is the foundation of a mature life in Christ.

FELLOWSHIP/COMMUNITY – Committing ourselves to love and relationship with one another and drawing others in through that unity.

CARING FOR THE POOR AND NEEDY – Opening our eyes, our hearts, and our hands to carry the burdens and meet the needs of every person within our means.

WHAT WE BELIEVE
From its beginning, the Church of God of Prophecy has based its beliefs on the "whole Bible rightly divided."  We accept the Bible as God's Holy Word, inspired, inerrant, and infallible.  We believe the Bible to be God's written revelation of Himself to mankind and our guide in all matters of faith; therefore, we look to the Bible as our highest authority for doctrine, practice, organization, and discipline.

It was a strong desire to rely solely on the Bible that led the early pioneers of the church to declare their willingness to be free from all man‑made creeds and traditions, to take the New Testament as their only rule of faith and practice, and to give each other equal rights and privileges to read and interpret the Bible as their consciences might dictate. These basic tenets remain intact today; however, as the church grew and spread throughout the world, it was seen that there was safety in a "multitude of counselors" when making doctrinal decisions.  Thus, today, all doctrinal matters are agreed upon in one accord by the International Assembly of the Church of God of Prophecy.

The Church of God of Prophecy is firm in its commitment to orthodox Christian belief. We affirm that there is one God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  We believe in the deity of Christ, in His virgin birth, in His sinless life, in the physical miracles He performed, in His atoning death on the cross, in His bodily resurrection, in His ascension to the right hand of the Father, and in His personal return in power and glory at His Second Coming.  We profess that regeneration by the Holy Spirit is essential for the salvation of sinful man.  We believe that sanctification by the blood of Christ makes possible personal holiness.  We affirm the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by whose indwelling we are able to live godly lives and have power for service.  We believe in the ultimate unity of believers, as prayed for by our Lord Jesus Chris in John 17.  We believe in the sanctity of human life; we are also committed to the sanctity of the marriage bond and the importance of strong, loving Christian families.

Furthermore, the church makes prominent other biblical doctrines that have clear New Testament support but may not always be espoused by contemporary Christianity.  These "Important Bible Truths" constitute some of the doctrinal beliefs and practices that enable the Church of God of Prophecy to be named among those organizations that preach the fundamental principles of the gospel of Jesus Christ.  These truths, which, along with selected scriptural references, listed below, are an indication of our continuing commitment to walk in the light of God's Holy Word to the best of our knowledge and ability.

IMPORTANT BIBLE TRUTHS:
REPENTANCE:
Mark 1:15; Luke 13:3; Acts 3:19; 2 Corinthians 7:10

JUSTIFICATION:
Romans 3:23‑26; 5:1; Titus 3:7

REGENERATION:
John 5:24; Ephesians 2:1, 4, 5; Titus 3:5

BORN AGAIN:
John 3:8; I Peter 1:23

SANCTIFICATION:
Subsequent to justification; Romans 5:2, 6:6, 7; 1 Corinthians 1:30; 1Thessalonians 4:3, 4, 7; Hebrews 13:12, 13; 1 John 1:9

HOLINESS:
Luke 1:74‑75; 1 Thessalonians 4:7; Ephesians 4:24; Hebrews 12:14; 1 Peter 1:15, 16

WATER BAPTISM:
Matthew 28:19; Mark 1:8‑10; 16:15, 16; John 3:22, 23; Acts 10:47, 48; 16:33; Romans 6:3‑5; 1 Peter 3:21

BAPTISM WITH THE HOLY GHOST:
Subsequent to cleansing, the endowment of power for service; Matthew 3:11; Luke 11:13; Acts 1:4‑8; 19:2

SPEAKING IN TONGUES:
The evidence of the baptism with the Holy Ghost; Acts 2:4; 10:44‑46; 19:6; 1 Corinthians 12:10, 11; 14:2, 4, 15

FULL RESTORATION OF THE GIFTS TO THE CHURCH:
Romans 12:6‑9; 1 Corinthians 12:4‑11; 1Corinthians 12:28‑31; Ephesians 4:8‑13

SIGNS FOLLOWING BELIEVERS:
Mark 16:17‑20; Romans 15:18, 19; Hebrews 2:4

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT:
Galatians 5:22, 23; Ephesians 5:9

DIVINE HEALING:
Provided for all in the atonement; Psalms 103:2, 3; Isaiah 53:4, 5; Matthew 8:17; James 5:14‑16; 1 Peter 2:24

THE LORD'S SUPPER:
Luke 22:17‑20; 1 Corinthians 10:16, 17; 11:23‑30

WASHING THE SAINTS' FEET: A Symbol of Servant hood:
John 13:4‑17; 1Timothy 5:10

TITHING AND GIVING:
Genesis 14:18‑20; Malachi 3:10; Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42; 1Corinthians 9:13, 14; 16:2; 2 Corinthians 9:6‑9; Hebrews 7:1‑10

RESTITUTION WHERE POSSIBLE:
Matthew 3:8; Luke 19:8, 9; Romans 13:8

PRE‑MILLENNIAL SECOND COMING OF JESUS:
First, to resurrect the dead saints and to catch away the living saints to meet Him in the air, 1 Corinthians 15:51, 52; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17; Second, to reign on earth a thousand years; Zechariah 14:4‑9; Revelation 19:11‑16; Revelation 20:4‑6

RESURRECTION:
Daniel 12:2; John 5:28, 29; 1 Corinthians 15:12‑23, 41‑58; Revelation 20:5, 6

ETERNAL LIFE FOR THE RIGHTEOUS:
Matthew 25:46; Luke 18:29, 30; John 10:27, 28; Romans 6:22; 1 John 5:11‑13

ETERNAL PUNISHMENT FOR THE WICKED:
Matthew 25:46; 2 Thessalonians 1:8,9; Revelation 2:8; 20:10‑15

TOTAL ABSTINENCE FROM ALL LIQUOR OR STRONG DRINKS:
Proverbs 20:1; Isaiah 28:7; 1 Corinthians 5:11; 6:10; Galatians 5:21; Ephesians 5:18

AGAINST THE USE OF TOBACCO IN ANY FORM, OPIUM, MORPHINE, ETC.:
Isaiah 55:2; 1 Corinthians 3:17; 10:31; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Ephesians 5:3‑8; James 1:21

ON MEATS AND DRINKS:
"…The kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost" (Romans 14:17); Romans 14:2‑17; 1 Corinthians 8:8; 1Timothy 4:1‑5

ON THE SABBATH:
Romans 14:5, 6; Colossians 2:16, 17; Hebrews 4:1‑11

ADORNMENT:
The Christian's use of adornment should be guided by the biblical principles of sobriety, modesty, submission, and self-discipline; Matthew 16:24; 1Timothy 2:1‑10; 1 Peter 3:17; 1 John 2:16. The Scripture explicitly teaches that the use of adornment for occultic, lascivious and idolatrous practices is prohibited; Isaiah 3:18‑22; Acts 8:9; 13:6; 19:19; 1 Corinthians 5:10; 6:9; Galatians 5:19‑21

CAUTION AGAINST BELONGING TO SECRET ORGANIZATIONS (Lodges, etc.):
John 18:20; 2 Corinthians 6:14‑17; Ephesians 5:12, 13

AGAINST SWEARING:
Exodus 20:7; Matthew 5:12, 13; James 5:12

AGAINST DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE: We believe in the sanctity of the home.
Matthew 5:32; 19:3‑19; 1 Corinthians 7:2; Romans 7:2,3; 1 Corinthians 5:1‑5, 13; 1 Corinthians 6:16‑18

(For more detailed information on these truths you may go to the Biblical Principles, Beliefs, and Practices pamphlet included in the New Members class.)

SPECIAL NOTE:

The Church of God of Prophecy fully subscribes to the New Testament principle of Word and Spirit (God's Word and God's Spirit) as practiced by the early church in the Book of Acts.  The Holy Spirit is the third Divine Person of the Trinity sent by Jesus Christ our Lord after His ascension and at the pleasure of God the Father to be the Guide and Instructor of the church.  He is the ultimate Author, Inspirer, and Applicator of the Scriptures (John 16:7‑15; Acts 1:4‑8; Acts 2:1‑4; II Timothy 3:14‑17; II Peter 1:20‑21).  We seek to heed and observe the call and direction of the Spirit in both our understanding of the Scriptures and our attempts at personal and corporate obedience. We pledge in our Church Covenant to "walk in the light of God's Word to the best of our knowledge and ability."  Hence the Church, in International Assembly, does revisit from time to time, our understandings and explanations of our doctrines and practices.  We do this against the background of the Bible, rightly divided (II Timothy 2:15), in the fear of God, and because of human frailties and historic institutional failures.

Our Covenant Relationship:

We have joined ourselves together in Christ as a fellowship of believers by covenanting to accept the Bible as the Word of God, promising to believe and practice its teachings rightly divided with the New Testament as our rule of faith and practice, government and discipline, and agreeing to walk in the light to the best of our knowledge and ability.

(Please refer to the link containing the “BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES, BELIEFS, AND PRACTICES of the Church of God of Prophecy found in the New Members class.)
The Five G’s

Grace, Growth, Groups, Gifts, Good Stewardship

Grace

Grace is the foundation of our relationship with God.  Not only are we saved by faith, but as we grow spiritually, we also learn to live by grace.

As disciples of Jesus, we receive, live in, and extend God’s grace on a daily basis.  Christ-followers have individually received Christ’s saving grace.  They have abandoned all attempts to earn God’s favor through accomplishments of their own and find security only through Christ’s sacrificial death on their behalf.

In obedience to Christ’s command, they have undergone Water Baptism as believers, giving outward witness to the inner cleansing and renewal experienced in Him.

Growth

Spiritual growth will be normal for someone who is spiritually alive.  But just as our bodies require nourishment and exercise, our souls also require nourishment for spiritual health.

Christ followers know the grace of God that saved them is only the beginning of His work in them.  They gratefully respond by actively pursuing a life-long process of spiritual growth in Christ, and they seek to become conformed to His image.  To this end, they consistently nurture their spiritual development through prayer, worship and Bible study.

They regard the Bible as the final authority in all areas that it teaches, and desire to be wholly obedient to His Word and to Him.  Christ followers honestly confront areas of sin in their lives and engage the Holy Spirit’s power in attempting to turn from that sin.

Christ followers also desire to extend the grace they’ve received to others through personal witnessing to pre-Christians and participation in the collective ministry of the church in their community, their country, and around the world.

Groups

 A follower of Christ honors God’s call to participate in community.  This helps them to grow in Christ likeness, to express and receive love and to carry out the ministry of the church.

For this reason, Christ-followers give priority to attending the corporate gatherings of their church.  These meetings serve multiple purposes: worship, being taught the Word, participation in the sacrament of Communion, and becoming connected relationally to a support group/Ministry Life Team of other believers.  These groups provide encouragement, prayer support, and accountability.  At Keith Street Ministries, we believe these teams are vital to the lives of individual believers and our church body as a whole.  We want everyone involved in these life-giving teams! 

Christ followers also:

• pursue Christ honoring relationships at home, within the church and out in the marketplace.

• are committed to following the biblical pattern of reconciliation when conflict arises. 
• support the leadership of the church according to biblical principles.
• affirm and uphold the fundamental truths of Scripture (as summarized in the section What We Believe) and refrain from promoting personal doctrines that may result in dissension.

Gifts

Spiritual gifts help us serve God and His Kingdom. You have at least one spiritual gift, maybe several.  Learning about and developing your spiritual gift(s) will help you fulfill God’s purpose for your life.

Key Bible passages about spiritual gifts are:

*Ephesians 4:11–12

*Romans 12:6–8

*1 Corinthians 12:7–11

*1 Peter 4:9–11

Christ-followers recognize that the church is composed of interdependent members, each uniquely gifted by the Holy Spirit for the purpose of building up the body and furthering the ministry of the church.

They therefore desire to discover, develop and deploy those God given gifts and to seek a place where they can serve within the church, with the support and affirmation of the entire body.

Giving and Stewardship

Because all of life is a gift from God, all of life must come under His leadership.  This includes our time, talents and treasures.  To be a good steward means to use everything at our disposal wisely.  Good stewards are generous—sharing what we have as God leads while managing well what we keep.

At Keith Street Ministries, we use the biblical measure of a tithe (one-tenth) as a goal to meet and even exceed in giving.  We desire to use both our time and treasures to care for the needy, to further God’s work and to build bridges between people of diverse backgrounds and ethnicities—both in the Cleveland/Bradley County area and around the world.  Guided by the truth that “The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it” (Psalm 24:1), we seek to reflect His glory everywhere. 

Christ-followers realize that they have been bought with the price of Christ’s blood, and that everything they are and have belongs to Him.  In light of that truth, they desire to be responsible caretakers of the material resources God has entrusted to them.  They recognize the tithe (10% of a person’s earnings) as the historic standard of giving in Scripture.  But above and beyond the tithe, in response to Christ’s abundant giving, they increasingly submit their resources to His lordship and display a spirit of generosity and cheerfulness in supporting the work of the church.

When you unite with a church, it is because there is a need in your soul for the message and the inspiration of the church.  You also are uniting with it because there is an innate response in your heart to give and do something.  Christ's work is unfinished, but we have been commissioned to assist Him with His work.  When you unite with a church, you should embrace the sacred responsibility to do your part for your Master, for His kingdom and for others.

The responsibilities of membership

We believe you understand you are not here simply to receive from the Lord.  God has placed you at Keith Street Ministries, and there is work for all of us to do.  Here are some of the responsibilities of membership:

•
Serving.  There is a place of service awaiting you somewhere at Keith Street.  God has given you a talent to be used.  What is it?  The possibilities are almost endless: volunteering in any of our age-related ministries, working in the office, being a part of our Praise Teams (Worship, Dance, and Drama), teaching, or assisting with classes.

•
Learning.  Anyone who helps others must first develop a growing faith and be able to articulate it.  Participating in our Wednesday Christian education classes, Life Team studies, and developing the habit of daily Bible study are ways to continue learning about the character, love and grace of God.  
•
Giving.  God instructs His people to give generously and cheerfully, and the Keith Street Ministries’ budget depends on your giving for everything we do.  We don’t give to receive a reward from God, but He will always bless those who obediently give into His Kingdom. 
* 
Witnessing.  "You will be my witnesses," said Jesus, "in Jerusalem [that is, at home], in all Judea and Samaria [the surrounding areas], and to the end of the earth" (Acts 1:8).  At the same time that Jesus commissioned His disciples, He established the responsibility of all believers to spread the gospel everywhere.  This does not mean you have to stand on street corners reading the Bible, but you can be an effective witness to your friends, co workers, and family members.

•
Praying.  The highest and deepest benefit you can receive from prayer is strength and courage to live faithfully each day.  Start the practice of daily prayer at a time that is best for you. The worth of a prayer is not determined by its grammatical correctness or by its length, but by its sincerity.  The main point is to talk with God about the things that trouble, delight, or confuse you.  Then, always try to spend some time listening, because prayer is a two-way conversation. Be persistent in your requests; He tells us we can come to Him, but our petitions must consistently align with His will.  That understanding comes from spending time with the Father.

•
Worshipping.  Worship keeps your soul, and the soul of this church, alive.  Our church is set in this community to shine as a lighthouse for Jesus Christ.  It will shine as long as its members remain faithful in their public worship.  When God’s people begin to forsake God’s house on the Lord's Day, God's work begins to suffer and the light begins to fail.  When distractions or other issues arise on Sunday morning, ask yourself:  Does this have to keep me from church?

Perhaps the best way to end this section is to tell you—very simply—what Keith Street Ministries and God’s Church is and what it is not.  We all need to grasp these truths.

The Church is NOT…

    * …a loose affiliation of people who hold roughly the same religious beliefs, no matter what those beliefs might be. I'm not joining a religious club when I join a church.

    * …a building.  A building is simply a place to meet.  I'm not going to an exclusive    clubhouse when I go to church.

    * …a nonprofit organization with a focused vision statement and clear objectives.  I'm not joining a benevolent or charitable society when I join a church.  

The Church IS…

    * …an assembly of people who profess and give evidence that they have been saved by God's grace alone, for His glory alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.

    * …a local, living, and loving collection of people who are committed to Christ and committed to each other.

    * …a display of God's wisdom and glory. (Ephesians 3:10).

    * …a display of counter cultural, Christ like love. (John 13:35). 

Church membership is for believers only.  It is not for those who simply give cognitive assent to the gospel.  It is for those whose lives have been changed by the gospel.  Their lives are a daily display of an ever-increasing application of the principles of the gospel, and their character reflects the holiness of God in all they say and do.

KEITH STREET MINISTRIES

STRATEGY STATEMENT

   Every strategy implements a mission.  So this strategy begins with a restatement of our mission.

Mission
Keith Street Ministries exists to worship God, connect the unconnected to Jesus Christ,                              disciple one another, and minister to the needs of others.

STRATEGIC VALUES

Keith Street Ministries desires to build SENSITIVE  RELATIONSHIPS:

I. Through the leading of the Holy Spirit.

II. Through listening to the spirit of each person.

III. Through loving others by:

· Acceptance and forgiveness

· Gifts of the Spirit

· Servanthood 

GOALS AND STRATEGIES

Angle One:  Through the leading of the Holy Spirit.

Strategy:  Annual sermons and classes on the working of the Holy Spirit

Strategy:  Freedom Ministries focus prior to Kingdom Celebration.

Strategy:  Annual 40 Days of fasting and prayer.

Strategy:  Equipping visionaries and visionary teams.

Strategy:  Establishing Vision Centers

Angle Two:  Through listening to the spirit of each person.

Strategy:  Develop team to identify listening skills.

Strategy:  Place listening skill excerpts in the bulletin.

Strategy:  Develop classes on listening skills.  

Strategy:  Seek counselor certification.

Strategy:  Develop a counseling center.

Angle Three:  Loving others through acceptance, forgiveness, gifts, serving, and growing together.

Strategy:  Accept and value people.  

Strategy:  Develop our Spiritual Gifts so every member will be able to minister to others.

Strategy:  Develop and implement practical ministries.

Strategy:  Develop and implement outreach and community service ministries.

Strategy:  Develop Visionary Teams and Visionary Centers.

Keith Street Ministries desires to see each person fulfill God's vision to dance the dance of life with Him.

KSM DEPARTMENT FLOW CHART



Why Join Our Church?
* The Church belongs to Jesus.  In Matthew 16:18, He calls it, “my church.”  Acts 20:28 states that He purchased it “with his own blood.”  If the church belongs to Jesus, it is important for us to belong to the church.

* Jesus loves the church.  According to Ephesians 5:25, He “loved the church and gave himself for it.”  He loved it, so should we.
* Jesus is the head of the church.  Paul wrote in Ephesians 1:22 that God “put all things under His feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church.”  He further states in Colossians 1:18 that Jesus “is the head of the body, the church.”     If the church is important enough for Jesus to be its head, we need to be a part of it.
* The church was divinely instituted.  Jesus stated in Matthew 16:18, “I will build my church.” Paul reminds us in Ephesians 2:20 that Jesus is the “chief corner stone” on which the church is built.  When offered the opportunity to participate in something divine, we should take the offer gladly.
* Jesus Himself established the church.  In Mark 3:13-15, Jesus “called to Him whom He would” to form the nucleus of the church.  If He started the church, we need to be a part of it.

* The Holy Spirit empowered the church.  Jesus promised in Acts 1:8 that the church would “receive power, after the Holy Ghost is come.  That promise was fulfilled on the day of        Pentecost when His church was “all filled with the Holy Ghost.”  If the Holy Spirit is the power of the church, it is important for us to be attached to that source of power.

* Once established, members were added to the church by God Himself.  Acts 2:47 records that “the Lord added to the church daily.”  Acts 5:14 says that multitudes of both men and women were being “added to the Lord.”  If the church is important enough to God to be    involved, it is important enough for us to be involved.

* The church properly exercises government and discipline.  In Matthew 16:19, the church was given the “keys to the kingdom of heaven” by Jesus Himself.  In Hebrews 13:17, ordained church leaders were given spiritual authority over the members for the sake of their souls.  If we remain outside the fellowship of the church, it is highly likely that we will remain outside the provision of government and discipline, which are given for our protection and growth.
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